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Recent Developments in Illinois State Parks 


With the coming of summer, our thoughts turn to visiting 
our many and interesting State parks, which can be en- 
joyed more fully now that travel is no longer restricted as 
it was during the war. Visitors to all Illinois State. parks 
and memorials totaled 5,121,000 last year, setting a new 
record attendance. Starved Rock State Park, near La- 
Salle, was the most popular, attracting an even million 
people. New Salem Park, near Petersburg, and Grand 
Marais Park, near East St. Louis, each drew 300,000 
people. Pere Marquette, at Grafton, was visited by more 
than 325,000 people and White Pines Forest, in Ogle 


‘County, by 225,000. Lincoln’s tomb and the Lincoln Home, 


both at Springfield, were visited by 600,000 persons. 

About 90 acres in new park areas were added to the 
Illinois State Park System in 1947; slightly less than two 
of these acres represented gifts to the State, which in- 
cluded the Kaskaskia Memorial donated by the Catholic 
Church of Kaskaskia and the Old Market House given by 
the city of Galena. Additions to park areas already exist- 
ing included 5 acres added to the Dickson Mounds area at 
Lewistown, 70 acres added to the White Pines Forest, 300 
acres added to the Illinois Beach area along Lake Michi- 
gan, and 430 acres added at Siloam Springs, 25 miles east 
of Quincy. The total acreage of the entire Illinois Park 
System as of December 31, 1947, was approximately 
28,000 acres. 

Last year was marked by a large amount of building 
in Illinois parks. At Illinois Beach State Park the build- 
ing of the first of ten beach houses, each to care for 7,200 
bathers, was begun, in addition to a service building and 
concession stand. New guest houses were built at Starved 
Rock and Pere Marquette parks; other new buildings at 
various parks include new employee quarters, custodian 
houses, group camps, shelter houses, and comfort stations. 
A new 5,000 capacity amphitheater was completed in 1947 
at Black Hawk State Park near Rock Island; it will be 
available to public organizations for the presentation of 
pageants and dramatic productions. At this park the ninth 
of the popular annual powwows was held last year; the 
three-day affair was attended by thousands of people and 
featured more than 200 Indians of the Sauk, Fox, and 
Winnebago tribes, who were camped in wickiup huts 
in the park. 

Other improvements which have taken place recently 
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in several Illinois parks include the setting up of 15- to 50- 
capacity trailer camps with modern bath houses and water 
and light facilities, the addition of playground areas and 
equipment, and the building of new roads. At present the 
park road system consists of a total of over 100 miles, 
excluding State highways built and maintained by other 
State agencies. Less than 10 per cent of the park roads 
are unimproved; the others consist of concrete, macadam, 
asphalt, and gravel, all kept in good condition. 

State park fire-fighting equipment has been modern- 
ized by the addition of five jeep fire trucks, which are 
especially adaptable to fighting forest fires. Each jeep will 
pump 300 gallons of water a minute through three 34-inch 
lines from a self-contained storage tank, and is also 
equipped to pump water from cisterns and streams 
by using two 14-inch hydrant hose. This equipment 
has been placed in use at Pere Marquette, White 
Pines Forest, Starved Rock, New Salem, and Giant City 
State parks. Each park, depending upon its size, now has 
a thoroughly trained fire-fighting crew of from 8 to 23 
men. A complete reforestation program is carried on in 
all Illinois parks; 5,000 new trees were planted at Starved 
Rock alone in 1947 to replace those destroyed by storm. 

Last year, also, the fish hatcheries at Grand Marais 
were rehabilitated, and the Sonicula Mineral Springs were 
repaired for public use. Additional restoration work was 
done on the Old Colony Church at Bishop Hill State Park 
near Kewanee. A bronze plaque mounted on a granite 
boulder was dedicated last August, marking the site of the 
Lincoln Homestead in an 1l-acre tract near the Sanga- 
mon River south of Harristown. Four 100-watt spotlights 
have been added at the famous Lorado Taft statue of 
Chief Black Hawk in Lowden Memorial Park near Ore- 
gon. The new lighting effect makes the statue visible for 
several miles in all directions. The monument marking the 
site of old Fort Edwards at Warsaw has also been 
floodlighted. 

Thus Illinois has made a good start on its postwar 
program for improving and expanding the facilities of its 
recreation areas. As the State approaches its objective of 
a State park within 50 miles of every person in Illinois, 
the Division of Parks and Memorials provides for the 
convenience and comfort of the park-user of today and 
plans carefully for accommodations to meet the needs 
of tomorrow. 
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ILLINOIS VACATIONS 


This issue of the Review has for its first-page article a 
seasonable topic — the state parks of Illinois. The news it 
reports of improvement in present parks and the opening 
of new areas will be welcomed by all. The Division of 
Parks and Memorials is making impressive strides and 
has the support and well-wishes of the entire State. 

Despite this progress (and without being derogatory 
of these solid accomplishments), one should point out that 
the State has far to go even to equal the park facilities of 
many other states. Fourth in population, Illinois is far 
below fourth in extent or excellence of its park system. 
In area of state parks and forests, for example, Illinois is 
surpassed by every bordering state except Kentucky, al- 
though our population is over twice that of any of these 
states. And, aside from parks, Illinois has been laggard in 
other aspects of attracting and accommodating tourists. 

Not that Illinois people are poor vacationists; quite 
the contrary, they are among the most avid vacationists 
in the land. A recent analysis of visitors to national parks, 
by the Curtis Publishing Company, indicates this. In every 
one of the national parks, except Shenandoah, visitors 
from Illinois exceeded those from every state except a 
few states much nearer the park. In one park, Hot 
Springs, the Illinois people exceeded those from any 
other state, including Arkansas, in which it is located. 
Evidently Illinois residents travel farther and more often 
for vacations than do those of any other state. 

[It is good to see Illinois people so prosperous and so 
interested in their nation that they are traveling continent- 
wide. They see the grandeur of nature not found within 
our borders — canyons, geysers, oceans, and peaks, and 
they learn of the variety of our nation and the way of 
living in other regions. Too, in summer or winter they 
enjoy climates in contrast to that of IIlinois. 

The vacationist from Illinois should not overlook its 
own features and beauties, though. It contains lush and 
. picturesque country, stirring cities and peaceful villages, 
great rivers and quiet streams. There are unusual natural 
phenomena in such spots as Starved Rock, Giant City, 
and Pere Marquette state parks. The State is rich with 
historical lore, from Galena to Shawneetown. Indeed, the 
State has many attractions for the tourist. 

Obviously tourists spend money, a tremendous lot of 
money. Estimates vary on what they spent within the 
nation in 1947 (excluding expenditure in Canada and 





other countries), but ten billion dollars is a reasonabk 
guess. Residents of Illinois spent perhaps nearly a billiog 
of this. These residents and the many people from othe; 
states who traverse Illinois en route to the West or th 
North are logical “prospects” for Illinois vacations. Fron 
a mercenary viewpoint, there are literally golden oppor. 
tunities for economic gain to Illinois if it can attrac 
tourists or retain its own. 

Unless ambitious and effective steps are taken to pub- 
licize the recreational features of Illinois, tourists wil 
continue to heed instead the siren calls of California, Min. 
nesota, Colorado, and other states and will overlook Illinois, 
A vigorous and united promotion of Illinois is a “must” ij 
the State is to benefit from the growing tourist trade. 

A finer state park system and an aggressive publicity 
campaign are only two of the ingredients needed to at- 
tract tourists. Attractive lodgings for the motoring family 
are essential, too. Granted that city hotels in Illinois are 
good, they are best suited to serving railroad and com- 
mercial travelers and housing conventions. Many tourists 
are preferring neat motor courts or dependable tourist 
rooms, and those with trailers need clean and adequate 
parks for them. The reader probably will concede that 
Illinois has hardly begun to develop such facilities. 

The argument of sheer commercial gain should con- 
vince most people of the pressing need for a real and 
comprehensive recreation program in our State. Such a 
great development is justified also because it is a duty 
of Illinois to its citizens. They should not be compelled to 
travel elsewhere to find thoughtful and adequate provision 
for their holiday and recreational needs. To a large extent 
Illinois people going on extensive vacations would con- 
tinue to travel a long distance regardless of facilities in 
their own state, but this it not true of the citizen with 
only a day or two for an outing. He needs near-by parks 
and accommodations at modest prices. Increasing millions 
of people are being given leisure time by the shorter 
work-week and should be able to enjoy out-of-town holi- 
days, but the facilities within the State today can accom- 
modate only a fraction of those who need them. The most 
desperate need is to enable young people to get away from 
cities and some of their unwholesome diversions. A net- 
work of “youth hostels” and connecting trails, which 
other states are developing following European examples, 
seems a logical answer. 

State and local governments are the only agencies 
which could extend the park systems, and a centralized 
agency of some type is essential for directing publicity 
and implementing long-range planning. More and better 
facilities to accommodate and attract tourists, however, 
can be provided by private enterprise. Undoubtedly, many 
would invest in the huge tourist-serving industry if re- 
search and education were carried out to inform them 
where and how to operate motor courts, trailer parks, 
roadside restaurants, and other facilities. This would 
stimulate present operators also in improving their present 
inadequate accommodations. 

While the progress of the state park system is good, 
it is not rapid enough, and parks are only one of the 
needs. The facts recited herein on the shortcomings of 
Illinois as a recreation land are well known, and author- 
ities and planning groups should act promptly to begin 4 
well-planned and aggressive recreation and tourist pro 
gram for Illinois — now, and not for the millenium. If all 
the businessmen who stand to gain were to make real 
protest, action would be sure and soon. The only question 
to be raised about such a program is why it has been s0 
long delayed in an otherwise progressive state. 
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General business activity in the nation fluctuated slightly 
during June. Production in the automotive industry, where 
output was cut severely early in the month by the Memo- 
rial Day holiday and by strikes and changeovers, picked 
up considerably by mid-month only to slump sharply later 
because of materials and parts shortages and a brief 
strike in one plant. Steel operations remained at or near 
96.0 per cent of capacity. Production slumps in some in- 
dustries were caused by whole plants closing for annual 
vacations. 

The pension dispute between the UMW and the coal 
; mine operators which has dragged on for three months 
— was still industry’s sword of Damocles during June. 
Negotiations were conducted in an in-again, out-again 
manner with conferences called and adjourned, Federal 
ate mediators and fact-finding boards taking part, and a court 








“OM BF cession to settle a few points. Independent coal operators 
MISS fnally reached an agreement with the miners’ union 
Uris! which gave the UMW all it demanded; operators of the 
uate Re <o-called “captive” mines refused to sign the agreement 
that and ended negotiations. The bone of contention between 
the UMW and the captive-mine operators was a union- 
Con: shop clause which the operators insisted was contrary to 
and the provisions of the Taft-Hartley Act. With agreement 
ch a reached between the UMW and producers of 65 per cent 
duty of the nation’s coal supply, industry can breathe some- 
d to what more easily but not with complete freedom; the 
‘SION other 35 per cent is an important part of the coal in- 
‘tent dustry and is of special importance to steel output. Gains 
con) for the miners, besides pensions of $100 a month be- 
‘SME ginning at 62 years of age after 20 years in the mines, 
with included a wage increase of $1 a day. Per ton royalty 
arks for the welfare fund was raised from 10 cents per ton to 
ions 20 cents per ton; an estimated 25 cents or more is added 
tet to the cost of producing a ton of coal. 
et Other notes in the industrial field: Ford and the 
nost 


hich Weather continues to cause considerable anxiety among 
ples, Illinois farmers. Too much rain in early May was fol- 
lowed in June by too little rainfall, the effects of which 
cies varied with the crop. Corn and soybeans suffered most, and 
ized some experts felt that the dry spell ended an opportunity 
icity for bumper crops this year; oats headed out too soon and 
otter were expected to yield less than was anticipated earlier; 
ver, other grass crops and most truck crops needed rain but 
lay were not actually harmed; wheat was benefited by the 
fe dry weather which helped ripening. The rains which 
hem § covered most of the State in the latter part of the month 
irks, reversed the picture: corn, soybeans, grass crops and 
ould § truck crops benefited; wheat in some places was flattened 
sen! and tangled by rain, wind, and hail. By the end of the 
month, farmers were more optimistic and expected corn, 
ood, the State’s number one crop, to be “knee-high by the 
the Fourth of July.” About 95 per cent of the corn was up 
s of f@ and six or more inches high; 90 per cent of the soybean 
hor- crop was in with about four-fifths of it up. Other crops 
in 4} were reported in good or fair condition. 
pro- Illinoisans received public notice this month that roads 
f all in the State have become a problem of construction, re- 
real pair, and maintenance which will require serious consid- 
tion F eration in coming months. The fact that most Illinois 
roads were built originally within a short period of time, 
more than 20 years ago, now results in huge repair needs 
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UAW still were disagreeing on wage and fringe issues; 
Goodyear Rubber granted a pay raise of 11 cents an hour 
to 28,000 workers; Westinghouse granted an 8 per cent 
wage increase to 70,000 workers; the Aluminum Company 
of America agreed to an hourly increase of 10 cents to 
16 cents; 125,000 GE workers accepted a contract calling 
for an 8 per cent wage increase amounting to 9 cents to 
15 cents an hour; Goodrich Rubber agreed to an 11 cents- 
an-hour wage boost for 17,000 workers; Allis-Chalmers 
offered an 8 per cent increase to its workers. GM laid off 
200,000 workers for 10 days because of materials and 
parts shortages; Ford closed some plants for one day for 
the same reason. Strikes during the month affected Pack- 
ard, General Electric, and International Harvester, which 
had 9 plants employing 35,000 workers closed on June 29. 

In the transportation field, injunctions were issued to 
prevent strikes of maritime workers in the nation’s 
ports. Chief point of disagreement is the use of the union 
hiring halls. 

The controversial Reed-Bulwinkle bill allowing rate- 
making agreements among surface carriers was enacted 
into law this month. Rail carriers are expected to be the 
chief beneficiaries. While carriers have previously made 
rate agreements, subject to the approval of the Interstate 
Commerce Commission, there was always the threat of 
anti-trust suits being brought against them; under the 
new law such a possibility will no longer exist. The ICC 
will judge each agreement in order to determine if due 
regard is being shown for the public interest. Currently 
the ICC has the task of deciding if another rate increase 
for the railroads will bring a decline in rail revenues 
caused by shippers seeking cheaper means of transporta- 
tion. Freight rates have risen 43 per cent in two years 
and rail carriers are faced with the problem of costs 
rising faster than revenues; the ICC as regulating agency 
must endeavor to find a solution. 
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to be met all at one time. More than $1 billion is the esti- 
mated minimum amount of repairs needed immediately 
with prospects of a long-range program of more than $2 
billions, excluding needed work on city streets. Besides the 
fact that Illinois paved roads were all constructed within 
a short time, the road system has fallen into disrepair 
because of increasingly heavy usage combined with lack 
of maintenance or inadequate maintenance during and 
since the war. Rebuilding, resurfacing, and widening are 
some of the features included in a program which is now 
only in the preliminary stages and which will probably 
cover a period of ten years. Some reports indicate that 
2 billions is a conservative estimate of the cost, which 
may be partially met by increased gasoline taxes. Point 
is given to the problem by the statement of a farm as- 
sociation official who has said that many of the State’s 
farmers are practically isolated in winter by the condition 
of rural roads. 

Businesses and homes in need of telephone service 
will benefit from construction plans of one of the State’s 
large communications utilities. In addition to nearly $120,- 
000,000 spent in the last two years for more facilities, 
1948 plans are for expenditures of more than $100 mil- 
lions, with installations so far this year proceeding at an 
annual rate of $115 millions. About 80 per cent of the 
construction is expected to be in the Chicago area. 
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Percentage Changes May, 1947, to May, 1948 


General Summary 


Between April and May, equal numbers of increases 
and decreases were reported among the Illinois business 
indicators, but two of the gains were more than 25 per 
cent. With the exception of the construction industry, 
annual changes showed a narrow range, varying from 
—7.6 per cent to + 13.0 per cent. 

The two construction indicators reversed their trends 
in May; building permit valuations fell 6.1 per cent from 





PERCENTAGE CHANGES IN ILLINOIS BUSINESS 

















May, 1948 

Percentage Index 

Indicators Change from 1935- 
., |1939= 

Ma April 100 

194 1948 

RNIN bo ars cla tra Vang RSE + 5.4| — 0.2 | 270.6 
ee rr +38.0 | — 6.1 | 638.4 
Ce EIN 5 nkigc do oo occa yea + 5.0 | +44.0 | 147.3 
Construction contracts awarded*....| +74.1 | +26.4 | 392.2 
Department store sales in Chicago’... — 5.0} — 2.0] ..... 
Employment, manufacturing?...... — 5.5} + 1.0 | 122.8 
EEE ROTE +13.0 | — 0.9 | 280.0 
Life insurance sales (ordinary)’..... — 7.6| —10.9 | 172.9 
Pay rolls, manufacturing?.......... + 0.6] + 0.4 | 273.9 
Petroleum production®............. — 5.8} + 3.0 | 236.6 





* Board of Governors of Federal Reserve System; ” Illinois 
Departments of Labor; ‘Illinois Department of Mines and 
Minerals; *F. W. Dodge Corporation; * Bureau of the Census; 
* Illinois Cooperative Crop Reporting Service; * Life Insurance 
Agency Management Association; * State Geological Survey. 


[ 4 ] 


the April total after showing a large gain last month, ang 
construction contracts awarded rose 26.4 per cent afte 
reporting a decline in April. After dropping for foy 
consecutive months, employment advanced 1.0 per cen 
and pay rolls gained 0.4 per cent between April and May. 
Coal production finally got back to normal and showed, 
monthly increase of 44.0 per cent, but life insurance sale 
slumped to a level 10.9 per cent below that of April. 
Farm prices were 13.0 per cent higher in May thana 
year ago, the largest annual gain with the exception of 
construction contracts awarded and building permit val. 
uations. Employment was down 5.5 per cent in the year. 
but higher wages were reflected in the slight advance of 
0.6 per cent in pay rolls. 













WHOLESALE PRICES 


Average prices at wholesale rose 0.7 per cent between 
April and May to a level 11.4 per cent greater than in 
May, 1947. The BLS index for May, based on 889 com- 
modities, was quoted at 163.8, just 1.1 per cent below the 
postwar high in January. 

Of the 15 major classifications, 10 showed monthly 
gains ranging from 0.2 per cent for all commodities other 
than farm products and foods to 1.3 per cent for farm 








products. Only two of these advances were more than § 


1 per cent. Prices of chemicals and allied products fell 
1.1 per cent in the month, chiefly as a result of a sizable 
drop in oils and fats quotations. Other groups which 
reported declines were semimanufactured articles (03 
per cent), miscellaneous commodities (0.2 per cent), and 
metals and metal products (0.1 per cent). Prices of textile 
products showed no change. 

All groups experienced advances on an annual basis, 







and the average gain was the greatest since January. § 





Fuel and lighting materials quotations were 28.4 per cent 
higher than in May, 1947, while all other annual margins 
were less than 15 per cent, ranging from 4.7 per cent for 
miscellaneous commodities to 12.9 per cent for all com- 
modities other than farm products and foods. 







WHOLESALE PRICE INDEXES 




























May, 1948 

Percentage Change Index 

Commodity from 1926= 

; 100 

May April 
1947 1948 

All commodities........... +11.4 +0.7 163.8 

Farm products......... 0.05%. + 7.6 +1.3 189.1 

8 ERR Rea rea ee +11.0 +0.4 177.4 

Hides and leather products....| + 9.8 +0.8 187.5 

Po ee + 7.7 0.0 149.6 

Fuel and lighting materials....| +28.4 +0.8 132.6 

Metals and metal products....| +10.7 —0.1 157.1 

Building materials........... +10.9 +0.7 196.3 

Chemicals and allied products..| + 6.0 —1.1 134.7 

Housefurnishing goods.......| +10.8 +0.3 142.7 

Miscellaneous commodities....} + 4.7 —0.2 121.5 

NE I na a 5 aig. dicei ds +12.0 +1.2 177.6 

Semimanufactured articles....| + 6.0 —0.3 153.6 

Manufactured articles........ +11.8 +0.6 158.4 
All commodities other than 

ere +12.4 +0.5 158.1 
All commodities other than 

farm products and foods....| +12.9 +0.2 148.9 




















Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics. 
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Bank Debits 


(Bank debits represent the dollar value of checks drawn 
against individual bank deposits. Approximately 90 per 
cent of all goods, property, and services is paid for by 
such checks. Bank debits are therefore regarded as indi- 
cators of the general trend of business. They are not so 
indicative when applied solely to New York and Chicago, 
since great transfers of funds take place between those 
cities, but changes in bank debits of Illinois cities other 
than Chicago are significant to the businessman.) 


Although 10 of the 15 reporting Illinois cities reported 
decreases between April and May, sizable gains in Bloom- 
ington (5.4 per cent) and Alton (5.0 per cent) and a 
0.1 per cent advance in Chicago resulted in a total decline 
of only 0.2 per cent. On an annual basis, Peoria was the 
only city to show a drop, whereas increases ranged from 
0.6 per cent in East St. Louis and National Stock Yards 
to 23.5 per cent in Moline. 

The Chicago and St. Louis Federal Reserve districts 
showed monthly declines of 1.7 per cent and 3.6 per cent, 
respectively, and total debits in the nation fell 4.7 per 
cent. The May figure in Chicago was 6.6 per cent greater 
than that in May, 1947, while the St. Louis district and 
the United States totals were up 11.1 per cent. 


Life Insurance Sales 


(Life insurance sales data are related to the financial con- 
ditions of individuals and particularly businessmen, because 
life insurance contracts are a form of savings.) 


May sales of ordinary life insurance in Illinois dropped 
10.9 per cent from the April volume and were 7.6 per cent 
less than in May, 1947. Declines on both bases were re- 
ported for the United States as a whole, but were some- 
what smaller (7.0 per cent and 2.7 per cent, respectively). 
Cumulative sales in Illinois from January through May in 
1948 were down slightly (0.9 per cent) from those for 


| the same period in 1947, The United States reported a 


similar decline of 0.4 per cent. 


FINANCE 


Postal Receipts 


(Postal receipts are considered an easy and fairly reliable 
measure of local business conditions over a period of time, 
since their fluctuations in the long term follow to a con- 
siderable extent the variations in general business activity.) 


POSTAL RECEIPTS IN ILLINOIS CITIES 














ease ~~ Change 
rom 
city Ma 

Ma April 

194 1948 
Ne csi eke $ 17,664 — 4.0 —12.8 
8s Wisin ais oni ete 67 ,048 +18.1 — 8.8 
SS ean 21,352 — 1.8 — 8.3 
FICOMUMBOON. oo. cc esees 64,198 + 3.4 + 0.7 
cp ebay Fe ee et eee 6,590 —- 0.3 —12.8 
CONE, 5 dct eae tegen 8,720 — 5.9 —20.8 
oes os cc ek tienen 18,441 +16.1 + 4.0 
SEE Orr oN 55,614 +13.2 + 5.1 
CE cdc hutenscevews 8,161,112 + 5.0 — 2.5 
Chicago Heights.......... _* oe ee —11.2 
is se eee eees 40 ,873 +18.7 + 1.6 
ere Poe or 61,140 — 1.8 —14.0 
ee 34,448 — 2.4 — 9.3 
EERE ere 42,601 —12.2 —20.0 
PC ccderankkeeaees 25 ,028 + 4.8 —13.3 
PE Ce ree 23,783 + 2.1 —10.1 
I wie vade ang ned 12,731 +26.0 + 7.4 
| | A a ERR Se SY 38,321 —18.3 — 8.7 
ERA ere 21,108 + 3.2 —17.1 
NGS ea dewcedtveeces 5,159 + 2.6 —11.2 
eincknkeenoae hs 56,118 + 2.9 — 1.5 
Mount Vernon........... 9,956 — 2.1 —19.4 
MUrphyeOrO. . .... ec cese 4,528 +18.2 — 8.5 
oe ans cae wae 136,005 + 7.0 — 4.9 
NN vei oases tes eked 56,697 +10.6 — 5.7 
I ie cis td euacenme 118,451 + 8.5 —17.4 
ic vuigacamannia 56,700 +31.0 +18.4 
OS Se re 142,305 -— 1.1 —19.4 
ld ira ed 18,209 + 9.6 —29.4 
West Frankfort........... 4,232 —21.6 —16.4 











BANK DEBITS IN FIFTEEN ILLINOIS CITIES 
(000 omitted from dollar amounts) 
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Percentage Change 

City May Ma April May, 1948, from 
1948 194 1948 Ma April 

194 1948 
(re Sie ae aicaiee ake ke ee Ren REE $8 ,438 ,082 $8 ,004 ,679 $8,456,452 + 5.4 —0.2 
I ES a a Sr ei ae ee 25 ,049 20 ,473 23,848 +22.4 +5.0 
I na hia aa wile Was alate ee Makin an a iamaL wee 32,573 29 ,348 32,104 +11.0 +1.5 
te ars eae 40 ,395 35,208 38 ,334 +14.7 +5.4 
iS NNN 2 ais a war ner ege beer cama 33,950 29 ,910 36,224 +13.5 —6.3 
SII. b's (6G ik whip ono i ae beeen aibieaa ae 7,686,858 7,307 ,505 7,682,531 + 5.2 +0.1 
RS cri kus cuerteecdnnd olkeaes teas emukeuds 31,711 27 ,685 32,967 +14.5 —3.8 
RN kk ae a a el a 59 ,902 52,569 60,777 +13.9 —1.4 
» East St. Louis and National Stock Yards.......... 102 , 267 101 ,656 106,651 + 0.6 —4.1 
SN, <1 Lich ahd h4ok 6 0d bebe GT Caco pate ohuas Lawl 21,215 20 ,536 22,360 + 3.3 —5.1 
EE 3 aula Waka anode ahaeS bak waa ced tanin ne 35,744 35,000 36,153 + 2.1 —1.1 
BES. Asche ke waedaning bm madiew Motewad Scene 26,662 21,595 28,185 +23.5 —5.4 
RESIS FE a ae BE BEA Smile ne seein Gorden LSS 151,392 154,930 164 ,603 — 2.3 —8.0 
ESOS POET TCE TE REL 28,174 27,309 28 ,882 + 3.2 —2.5 
ORR ERS eee ra See 94,547 81,970 96,720 +15.3 —2.2 
LS sku dvetasauckowsseeabedanesyeeen 67 ,643 58,985 66,113 +14.7 +2.3 





Source: Board of Governors of the Federal Reserve System. 
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PRODUCTION 
Coal 


With 10 more operators reporting and the miners’ strike 
at an end, Illinois coal production in May was 44.0 per 
cent greater than in April. The 5,357,303 tons mined 
represented an increase of 5.0 per cent from the level in 
May, 1947. Through May, 1948, cumulative production was 
8.8 per cent less than the January-May, 1947, total. 

More than 26,500 men worked an average of 20 days 
in May, as both strip and shaft mines showed substantial 
gains in production. Five more mines reported in each 
group than in April. 

Total production in 1947 was set at 68,000,000 tons by 
the Chief of the Illinois State Geological Survey, 4,000,000 
tons more than in 1946 and 9.5 per cent greater than the 
1938-47 average. This total came from outputs of 160 
shipping mines, 213 local mines, and 36 strip mines. 


Petroleum 


Illinois wells increased petroleum production 3.0 per cent 
between April and May to 5,330,000 barrels, representing 
a 5.8 per cent decline from the May, 1947, output. Total 
cumulative production in 1948 through May was 7.1 per 
cent below the level during the corresponding period in 
1947. 

Even though May production was not exceptionally 
high, 130 new producing wells were completed during the 
month, 67 more than in April, 49 more than in May of 
last year, and more than during any month since Sep- 
tember, 1946. During the first 5 months of 1948, 446 new 
wells were started, compared with 432 during the same 
period last year. 


Electric Power 


(Electric power production is generally accepted as indic- 
ative of business activity; however, it is a measure of 
industrial output rather than of general business. Produc- 
tion differs from consumption by the amount of interstate 
transfers.) 


During May, electric power production by Illinois 
utilities reached 1,428,112,000 kilowatt hours, representing 
a 1.9 per cent increase from the output in April and 14.1 
per cent greater than in May, 1947. This was 6.3 per cent 
of the total production in the United States and indicated 
an average daily output of 46,000,000 kilowatt hours. 

On a nationwide basis, production rose 1.4 per cent 
between April and May to 22,608,771,000 kilowatt hours, 
representing an advance of 8.8 per cent from the output 
in May of last year. 





CONSTRUCTION 
Building Permits 


(As a measure of business activity, building permits serve 
to measure building operations planned rather than actual 
construction under way. Care must be taken in interpret- 
ing these data to allow for the lag which may occur be- 
tween the issuance of the permit and the commencement 
of the actual construction work. However, the status of 
construction is vital to labor because of the large body 
of workers engaged directly in erecting buildings and be- 
cause all workers are concerned in obtaining suitable 
dwellings at reasonable costs.) 


[ 6 ] 


For the first time since January, valuations of building 
permits in Illinois declined in the month. Permits issue 
in May were valued at $36,831,663, representing a monthly 
drop of 6.1 per cent, but were 38.0 per cent greater than 
in May, 1947. The number of projects planned in May 
was 6,264, about 2 per cent below the total in April, by 
12 per cent more than in May of last year. 

New residential permit valuation, accounting for more 
than half of the total, declined 3.1 per cent in the month, 
although the number of permits issued was 4.5 per cent 
greater than in April. Valuations of permits issued for 
new nonresidential construction and additions, alterations, 
repairs, and installations decreased 9.2 per cent and 10, 
per cent, respectively. 

All three classifications showed sizable gains from the 
totals of a year ago, ranging from 21.6 per cent for 

















additions, alterations, repairs, and installations to 58.2 per 





cent for new nonresidential building. 





Large permits issued during the month included 2¥ 





hospital in Joliet to cost $700,000, a factory in Skokie to 
cost $1,000,000, and an office building in Chicago to cost 
$769,000. 








Construction Contracts Awarded 


(The record of the valuation of actual contracts awarded 
is even more indicative of construction activity than build. 
ing permits. Permits indicate intentions to build, but con- 
tracts awarded are much more definite indications that 
the work will actually be accomplished.) 










After showing a decrease in the previous month, 
dollar volume of construction contracts awarded in Illinois 
advanced 26.4 per cent between April and May. The May 
volume of $65,178,000 almost matched the level of March 
and represented a gain of 74.1 per cent from that of a 
year ago. 

Residential and nonresidential construction showed 
monthly gains of 30.1 per cent and 31.4 per cent, re- 
spectively, while the public works and utilities group 
reported an increase of only 3.4 per cent. On an annual 
basis, nonresidential awards were up 149.1 per cent, and 
the volume for residential building rose 48.4 per cent. On 
the other hand, public works and utilities contract valua- 
tions were 3.0 per cent below the figure for May, 1947. 

The Producers’ Council has estimated that the con- 















struction industry will do a $16,400,000,000 business in © 
1948, 17 per cent greater than in 1947. This estimate was F 
limited to new construction volume. Council economists & 






thought that the supply of labor and materials generally 
will be adequate, although shortages of iron and steel 
items and millwork are likely. 











CONSTRUCTION CONTRACTS AWARDED 
IN ILLINOIS 


(000 omitted from dollar amounts) 





































Percentage Change 

May, 1948, from 

Type of Construction May May April 

1948 1947 1948 : 

May April 

1947 1948 

Total Construction. ..| $65,178 | $37,433 | $51,565 | +74.1 +26.4 
Total Building 56,435 28,421 43,109 | +98.6 | +30.9 
Residential.......... 21,178 14,269 16,277 +48.4 +30.1 
Nonresidential....... 35,257 14,152 26,832 |} +149.1 +31.4 
Public Works and Utilities 8,743 9,012 8,456 | — 3.0 | + 3.4 




















Source: F. W. Dodge Corporation. 
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Department Stores 


(Department store statistics are well recognized and fre- 
quently used by businessmen as a measure of trading 
activity and retail distribution. Since department stores 
handle a broad and varied line of merchandise, the volume 
of their sales is considered a rather reliable reflection of 
purchasing power.) 

Chicago department store owners reported that sales 
leveled off between April and May. May volume was 2 
per cent below that of April, but such a decline can be 
expected at this time of the year. Compared with May, 
1947, figures, however, trade was down 5 per cent in 
dollar volume, which indicated an even more drastic 
slump in physical quantities. During the first 5 months of 
1948, cumulative sales were 1 per cent greater than during 
the corresponding period a year ago. 

Department stores are in a different position from 
what they have been in the past. They do not have to 
buy so far ahead as formerly, because wholesale inven- 
tories are better balanced, enabling store owners to keep 
orders closer to expected delivery dates. As a result, out- 


| standing orders at the first of May were somewhat less 


than at the same time a year ago. 

Some store owners are worried because sales have not 
shown a gain in physical volume from last year’s level. 
One reason for this seems to be that we are returning to 
a period of normal sales — without any immediate threat 
of a general recession. 


Other Kinds of Business 


Independent retail stores in Chicago experienced a 
2 per cent decline in trade volume between April and May, 
the same as that shown by department stores. However, 


| on an annual basis, sales were 1 per cent greater than in 
| May, 1947, and cumulative figures for the January-May 


period were 7 per cent more in 1948 than in 1947, 
Although 25 individual groups reported gains in the 


month, only six of these advances were more than 10 per 


cent. Fourteen classifications showed declines between 
April and May; half of these were 10 per cent or larger. 


| Florists and fuel and ice dealers experienced the greatest 


» monthly increases (49 per cent and 41 per cent, respec- 


_ RETAIL SALES OF INDEPENDENT STORES IN 


SELECTED ILLINOIS CITIES 

















Percentage Change 

ms May, 1948, from 5 months, 

Cities 1948, from 

Ma April 5 months, 
194 1948 1947 
ee aad cn ede + 1 — 2 +7 
DUN a he ee +17 — 1 +16 
EY oo cg + 3 —10 +16 
ci ucecsuavaee nee + 3 — 7 +12 
BE oe eae Se ee en iad + 6 +4 +11 
Moline-East Moline....... + 9 +4 +14 
i +31 —10 +26 

| Rp CR ete AP + 4 + 4 ° 

Rockford cs ite Gata be Re eokis -— § — 6 +10 
TS See eae + 8 + 2 +12 








* Data not available. 
Source: Bureau of the Census. 


RETAIL TRADE 


tively), while other gains ranged from 1 per cent to 20 per 
cent. Among the larger declines reported in the month 
were those for accessory, tire, and battery dealers (32 
per cent), bookstores (23 per cent), and automotive and 
motor vehicle dealers (21 per cent). Drinking places with 
meals, and furniture stores showed no change during the 
period. 

Trade volume for filling stations and fuel and ice 
dealers increased 22 per cent and 43 per cent, respectively, 
on an annual basis. Other annual gains ranged from 1 per 
cent for household appliance dealers to 12 per cent for 
lumber and building materials dealers. Declines for the 
year varied from 1 per cent for drugstores to 19 per cent 
for family clothing stores, with the exception of furriers 
and fur shops (down 31 per cent). Hardware stores and 
grocery stores without fresh meats did no more than hold 
their own, showing no change during the year. 


RETAIL SALES OF INDEPENDENT STORES IN 
CHICAGO BY KIND OF BUSINESS 

















Percentage Change 
May, 1948, from 
Kind of Business 
Ma April 
194 1948 
WR a5 ea chee ee ome mea + 1 _ 
DEPARTMENT SEORES:, 6... osceciiceces - 5 — 2 
OTHER KINDS OF BUSINESS: 
ge ERS, I Ener + 3 + 3 
Grocery and combination stores........ + 3 + 3 
Grocery stores (without fresh meat)... 0 + i 
Combination stores (groceries, meats)..| + 5 +4 
Pe ov oe cnet womens aes + 4 + 3 
Candy, nut, confectionery stores....... — 3 + 7 
DINE, COIR 5 oo ce connec enc anawe — 3 + 2 
Eating and Drinking Places............. — 3 + 1 
Restaurants, cafeterias, lunchrooms..... — 2 + 1 
Drinking places with meals............ — 6 0 
Drinking places without meals......... — 5 +1 
Liquor Stores (packaged goods).......... — 8 + 5 
SSS ie ery ae ene — 3 +49 
I  i6 a jork tant 5x erceew «Damen +22 +1 
a re +43 +41 
DRS So Ha ccckcnteveecsi een cwirees - 1 +4 
EI Oe PE Eine —12 —23 
eS Se ary +9 —13 
Dry Goods and General Mdse. Stores.....} + 3 + 6 
PI ie oS iiiscier es aici xen —11 -— 5 
Men’s and boys’ clothing and furnishings 
WOE yin ccd ca eae nk uieaes eas —15 — 8 
Men’s and boys’ clothing stores...... —16 —10 
Men’s and boys’ furnishings stores....} —11 + 3 
Family clothing stores................ —19 —- 5 
Women’s ready-to-wear stores......... —4 — 9 
Women’s accessories stores............ —13 + 5 
oe a ee ee — § + 1 
NO EEE eR es + § +13 
PG TE GIN ook. o's sisi sr sacied sine —31 +12 
ET errr — 4 +18 
pe Le + 2 —21 
Motor-vehicle dealers................. + 2 —21 
Accessory, tire, battery dealers......... —i1 —32 
Furniture-Household-Radio Group....... + 4 + 2 
ING sig dco cic mama snd wees + 2 0 
Floor coverings, drapery stores......... +9 +20 
Radio-household appliance dealers...... +11 —4 
Household appliance dealers......... + 1 —13 
Lumber-Building-Hardware Group....... +11 — 3 
Lumber-building materials dealers... ... +12 -—4 
eee Ere 0 + 3 





Source: Bureau of the Census. 
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Chicago Indexes 


(The consumers’ price index is a barometer, not a measure 
of the total amount spent for family living. The price index 
measures the changes in prices of food, clothing, rent, 
fuel, housefurnishings, transportation, personal services, 
and a variety of miscellaneous goods purchased by fam- 
ilies of moderate income. Cost of food accounts for 
over 40 per cent of the index. The index does not measure 
changes in the expenditures of the average family for 
consumers’ goods and services. It measures only the 
changes in family expenditures resulting from price 
changes. The index is very important when related to 
consumers’ earnings.) 

Prices of consumers’ goods in Chicago retail stores 
advanced 1.6 per cent between mid-April and mid-May, 
and the May index, 174.9, was 11.5 per cent greater than 
that for May, 1947. 

The sizable monthly increase was chiefly a reflection 
of a 2.9 per cent gain in food prices, caused by advances 
of from 6 to 12 per cent for pork, beef and veal, and 
lamb. Quotations of miscellaneous commodities rose 1.3 
per cent in the month, chiefly because of small increases 
in gasoline prices, motion picture admissions, street car 
fares, dentist fees, and automobile prices. 

Annual changes varied from + 3.1 per cent for 
housefurnishings to + 14.6 per cent for food. No rent 
survey was made in Chicago in May. 


CHANGES IN CHICAGO INDEXES 
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CONSUMERS’ PRICES IN CHICAGO (F 
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Retail Food Prices str 
ar 
Monthly advances in retail food prices were very uniform : 
in the three Illinois cities in May: 2.9 per cent in Chi- 
cago, 3.1 in Peoria, and 3.2 in Spring. ?'°: 
go, 3.1 per cent in Peoria, and 5.2 per cent in Spring- 
field. A wider variation was shown in annual gains, on 
ranging from 9.5 per cent in Springfield to 14.6 per cent & a 





and 14.7 per cent in Chicago and Peoria, respectively. 

Meat prices once again showed substantial monthly 
increases in all three cities: 5.1 per cent in Springfield # 
5.7 per cent in Peoria, and 6.7 per cent in Chicago. Sugar 
and sweets quotations did not rise or fall in any of the 
cities. 

The only group to show a decline in Chicago between 
April and May was eggs, whereas cereals and bakery 
goods, beverages, and dairy products reported gains of 
less than 1 per cent. A 2.8 per cent advance for canned 
















































































May, 1948 items sent fruit and vegetable prices up 1.8 per cent, and oa 
Hsssiatiien Pasumtey Chanay trem a fats and oils figures were up 2.6 per cent. 
Oo ity 1935-39 = In Peoria, egg prices dropped 5.7 per cent in the CHI 
an men 100 month and quotations for cereals and bakery goods and§ 

beverages fell 0.7 per cent and 0.3 per cent, respectively. a 

: c ; . , ' au 

ii 411.5 41.6 174.9 However, a 5.4 per cent gain reported for fruits and Othe 

vegetables and an advance of 2.4 per cent for fats and 

A, PEELE +14.6 +2.9 218.4 oils, in addition to the rise for meats, more than offset DO\ 
— ckexteledacle ac aa 3.9 z 0 199.2 these declines. Alto 
Fuel, electricity, andice..| +12.5 +0.4 125.7 Springfield reported gains for all groups except bever- _ 
Housefurnishings....... + 3.1 —0.6 178.8 ages (—0.2 per cent), dairy products (no change) and Bloa 
Miscellaneous.......... + 6.9 +1.3 146.9 sugar and sweets, while increases in the month varied Cha: 
+ at surveved senate. from 0.9 per cent for cereals and bakery goods to 6.0 per § Dan: 
Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics, Chicago Regional Office. cent for eggs. ® Deca 
East 

PERCENTAGE CHANGES IN RETAIL FOOD COSTS a 

Percentage Change May, 1948, from __ 

Commodity Group May, 1947 April, 1948 — 
Chicago Peoria Springfield Chicago Peoria Springfield B Kew 
—— —-—- — — ——|—— — LaSa 
TTT Oana O Tee +14.6 414.7 + 9.5 +2.9 +3.1 +3.2 § 9 
= == ne Moli 
Cereals and bakery goods...............0.00: +10.6 + 5.0 <2 +0.1 -0.7 +0.9 & Uta 
DR Fa ePT nai shvienantinnnecinnpsleent +22.8 426.8 421.1 +6.7 45.7 +5.1 Peorr 
Dairy IN 288s tn a xeeiccie win els Heine See +17.1 +19.6 +17.6 +0.8 0 0 E Qui 
Be Fata adhnstnaasatsenoenvahawegint + 1.5 +11.4 + 6.7 —0.5 —5.7 +6.0 Bio, 
Fruits OT CRD 6 i wiv 0 ced eweindcce openers + 9.3 +10.3 — 1.2 +1.8 +5.4 +3.8 Rock 
BE Gxt Feo ccahaevees shiverserecnetanees +16.9 +18.2 0 41.7 +8.7 45.3 Bon. 
CORO. 6 iivccnesccekiveseviweniseracneds — 8.8 — 4.4 + 3.7 +2.8 +0.1 +2.0 Sterl 
DE ice tai rade Oke ARE RON CERRO —13.4 + 3.0 —15.6 +0.8 —1.5 +0.4 Str 
NS oki anriuc deletes baxter eins + 9.3 + 7.3 + 9.7 +0.2 —0.3 —0.2 - 
SN eee + 1.9 —18.0 + 5.8 +2.6 +2.4 +3.4 All of 
Ree PP ee Eee ree — 4.7 — 4.5 — 4.0 0 0 0 — 
































Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics, Chicago Regional Office. 















(Factory employment data are collected from reports 
made by cooperating firms. The changes are separately 
recorded each month from data supplied by identical 
firms; thus the change in employment in any one month is 
computed from comparable data. 

Pay rolls refer to the amount of money paid to wage 
earners employed in the reporting establishments. There 
are many other sources of income besides pay rolls. 
Therefore, the value of the pay roll data depends upon 
the type of employment and income of the area. The pay 
roll funds flow mainly into consumption-goods markets. 


EMPLOYMENT AND PAY ROLLS 


in employment and 4.8 per cent in pay rolls more than 
offset slight declines in the Chicago metropolitan area. 

Firms engaged in manufacturing employed an average 
1.0 per cent more workers in May than in April, while 
wage payments were up just 0.4 per cent. The food, bev- 
erages, and tobacco group showed an 8.0 per cent advance 
in employment during the month, while other changes 
ranged from — 3.3 per cent (for wood and allied prod- 
ucts) to + 1.9 per cent (for rubber products). Changes 
in pay rolls varied from —4.3 per cent in clothing and 












































8 This sample covers firms employing only about 30 per millinery firms to + 10.6 per cent in the manufacture of 
cent of all nonagricultural workers in the State, and is food. b d tob 
disproportionately heavily weighted by manufacturing ood, beverages, and tobacco. 
establishments. Changes should therefore not be con- A 0.3 per cent decline in employment was reported for 
strued as representing total employment changes in any the nonmanufacturing group, but pay rolls rose 3.3 per 
particular area.) cent. The gain in pay rolls was due chiefly to the 38.5 
form After showing monthly declines since January, em- per cent increase shown by the mining industry after the 
Chi- ployment and pay rolls advanced 0.6 per cent and 1.2 per soft coal strike came to an end. Mail order houses and 
"ing: cent, respectively, between April and May. According to public utilities used fewer workers in May, which was 
4108, the May sample of firms employing 870,203 nonagricul- chiefly responsible for the over-all decrease in the non- 
Cent § tural workers, substantial downstate gains of 3.6 per cent manufacturing group. 
ithly PERCENTAGE CHANGES AND INDEXES OF EMPLOYMENT AND PAY 
held, ROLLS FOR ILLINOIS REPORTING ESTABLISHMENTS BY CITY 
ugar = 
the Percentage Change April 15 - May 15, 1948 May, 1948, indexes 
(1935-1939 = 100) 
: , . All Reporting Manufacturing anufacturing 
om City-Area Establishments* Establishments Establishments 
cery 
“ ; Employment Pay Rolls | Employment | Pay Rolls | Employment | Pay Rolls 
nne 
Se OR ees PL +0.6 +1.2 +1.0 +0.4 122.8 273.9 
the} CHICAGO METROPOLITAN AREA..| -0.8 -0.4 ~1.0 ~0.8 126.7 283.2 
and 
RENN ces wisn syodinnns -0.9 —0.5 se ~1.0 122.0 276.3 
F Waukegan-North Chicago.............. —2.0 —3.6 —2.1 wae -F '° deems. S “Seepes 
es Other suburban areas................-- —0.3 +0.9 —0.4 +0.8 147.0 317.3 
ger DOWNSTATE AREA................ +3.6 +4.8 +4.4 42.6 115.5 260.0 
Alton-Wood River area................ +0.7 +1.3 +0.8 +1.2 185.3 452.8 
Vver- (Se ene PON eee ee ee? —3.3 —3.1 —3.4 —3.1 133.9 357.0 
F NY cd atiniee ites gh aatnae mle e ames +0.5 +6.6 +0.5 +6.8 80.8 204.2 
= Bloomington-Normal.................. —11.5 —10.2 —15.2 —12.9 94.6 198.9 
aried BH Champaign-Urbana.................... —3.0 +7.1 —5.4 5 ie i a ee 
ON tee Alain tee Le +3.6 419.6 44.0 420.8 70.8 167.7 
OE Bana tcl +0.2 +4.9 +0.4 +5.2 118.0 275.4 
SD We. SAO GIR. wc sinvcvccacnctiees +2.6 +3.0 +2.2 +1.5 134.6 308.2 
CS tage taae Cte cae nih ile +0.4 +1.5 +0.8 +1.7 96.8 221.8 
EIEIO OTE ES Ea +0.7 +0.7 +0.7 +0.8 87.0 202.7 
i —~0.8 +3.1 =§.5 rT. ae Ge sy 4 es 
SE nr ree For —0.1 —0.8 —0.1 —0.9 127.2 264.5 
SRI ER eg ene Se: —0.7 —1.4 —0.6 —1.9 109.0 264.2 
= Kankakee-Bradley area................ —4.1 —3.0 —4.7 —3.2 140.7 369.4 
‘eld NL x 51k 500 ce Ckie yabkuleeckoneut —3.0 —3.4 —2.8 mB ££ -wekwhe UB | ae 
—— fF LaSalle-Peru-Oglesby area.............. —2.0 —1.5 +0.2 +1.0 117.8 264.1 
EM occ rhe Wien ky ve Galton capaho —14.1 —8.4 —16.9 a Ten Rs 
SIR, bc vscentned sedcwsekaceadaowse —1.8 +0.7 —1.9 +0.5 135.2 333.9 
I 6 is wa Sis AAA Ao di eho mntes +0.7 —5.2 +1.3 (0. . caipeede | Mille Senae 
1 B Peoria-Pekin area. ...........00eccce0- +61.8 +32.8 +83.2 +41.5 130.8 187.8 
SIAC AVE ie ie Nepean a —1.1 +2.5 -1.1 +2.3 135.2 275.7 
ea bacaaaiale one ipa ceareinemtancats —h.t —3.1 -1.1 —3.2 151.0 ° 406.8 
+ [<<< eeegeenpepreerennennnes —1.0 +1.1 —1.0 +1.1 126.4 271.5 
0 B Springfield............. silt Cadlatetatade tensnerate —2.2 —0.6 —2.4 —0.8 287.9 648.5 
4 B Sterling-Rock Falls................0.6. —2.4 +0.8 —2.6 +0.9 129.2 371.5 
3 os nia eat) kak patie Si deta —4.7 -—9.9 —5.6 “ae. Ei. sane. a) emis 
: OF, a a +0.3 +8.5 —0.4 +0.2 91.2 201.6 


* As manufacturing industries over-weight the sample, changes do not necessarily represent changes in total employment. 


Source: Illinois Department of Labor. 
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ALTON (Pop. Est. 40,000) 


(Alton, on the Mississippi River, is in a highly industrialized area 
which produces glass bottles and specialties, steel and brass products, 
ammunition, shoes and leather products, tools and mining equipment, 
lead ingots, paperboard and boxboard, clothing, construction materials, 
flour and feed, and gasoline and petroleum products. Several large 
refineries are located in the area.) 

Advances of 0.7 per cent and 1.3 per cent in sample em- 
ployment and pay rolls, respectively, were reported between 
April and May. Postal receipts fell 12.8 per cent from April 
figures and 4.0 per cent annually, but bank debits rose on both 
bases, 5.0 per cent and 22.4 per cent, respectively. Building 
permit valuations dropped 21.2 per cent in May to $190,631. 


AURORA (Pop. Est. 48,500 ) 


(Aurora, an important city in the Fox River Valley, presents a diver- 
sified list of industries engaged in manufacturing railroad coaches, con- 
veying, pumping and road machinery, steel furniture, tools, hardware 
specialties, aluminum ingots, auto accessories, textile and dairy 
products.) 

Manufacturers of foundry and forge products and sheet 
iron and tin plate were heavy contributors to monthly drops 
of 3.3 per cent and 3.1 per cent in employment and pay rolls, 
respectively. Department store sales declined 4.7 per cent 
between April and May, but were up 9.6 per cent in the year. 
Bank debits advanced 1.5 per cent during the month and were 
11.0 per cent greater than in May, 1947, whereas postal re- 
ceipts decreased 8.8 per cent from last month’s volume, but 
rose 18.1 per cent annually. Building permits were valued at 
$263,099, 29.2 per cent below the April figure. 


BELLEVILLE (Pop. Est. 32,000 ) 


(Belleville is an important industrial city producing stoves, drinking 
fountains, bricks, caskets, castings, chemicals, beer, shingle-cutting 
and mining machinery, enameled wire, flour, leather products, shoes, 
stencil machines and men’s and women’s clothing. Coal mining is 
another industry.) 

Monthly gains of 0.5 per cent in employment and 6.6 per 
cent in pay rolls in the May sample were reflections of de- 
clines in the boot and shoe industry, but increases in beverage 
firms. Postal receipts were 8.3 per cent below those in April 
and fell 1.8 per cent on an annual basis, but valuations of 
building permits advanced 53.3 per cent to $203,680. 


BLOOMINGTON (Pop. Est. 33,000 ) 


(Bloomington, in the midst of a rich farming area, is an important 
producer of oil heaters, electric refrigerators, air conditioning and ven- 
tilating equipment, furnaces, stoves, boilers, washing machines and 
ironers, railroad equipment, dairy products, canned vegetables, and 
candy. It also has railroad shops.) 

Sample employment and pay rolls dropped 11.5 per cent 
and 10.2 per cent, respectively, in May, as declines were shown 
in the manufacturing of heating and plumbing equipment and 
machinery and machine tools. Postal receipts and bank debits 
rose 0.7 per cent and 5.4 per cent, respectively, between April 
and May, and were 3.4 per cent and 14.7 per cent greater than 
last year’s totals. Building permit valuations, $120,300, ad- 
vanced 37.9 per cent in the month. 


CHAMPAIGN -URBANA ( Pop. Est. 46,000 ) 


(Champaign-Urbana, home of the University of Illinois, is located in a 
rich agricultural region. Chief among the products of the area are 
academic and athletic equipment, butter, construction and road-build- 
ing machinery, concrete products, forgings and castings, gloves, soy- 
bean products, and trailers.) 

The May sample indicated that employment dropped 3.0 
per cent from April, but that pay rolls gained 7.1 per cent. 
Bank debits dropped 6.3 per cent in the month, but rose 13.5 
per cent annually, while building permit valuations were 
38.3 per cent greater than in April. Champaign postal receipts 
advanced 5.1 per cent from the April total and 13.2 per cent 
during the year, whereas Urbana figures showed a 29.4 per 
cent monthly decline, but increased 9.6 per cent on an annual 
basis. 


CHICAGO (Pop. Est. 3,450,000 ) 


(Chicago, the second largest city in the United States, is the terminus 
of 39 railroads, including 23 trunk lines, and it has 21 airports within 
a 20-mile radius. It is the livestock and grain market of the world and 
the largest mail order distributing center. Chicago leads the world in 
the production of meat products, telephone equipment, furniture, agri- 
cultural implements, jewelry, foundry products, railroad supplies, gas 


BUSINESS CONDITIONS IN ILLINOIS CITIES 






[ 10 ] 


and electric appliances, machinery, musical instruments, and radio ani 
auto accessories.) 

Monthly decreases in the manufacture of foundry ang 
forge products, electrical machinery and apparatus, confee. 
tionery, machinery and machine tools, and millinery sen 
sample employment in May down 0.9 per cent and pay rolls 
0.5 per cent, although increases were reported by the slaughter. 
ing and meat packing industry. Postal receipts were 2.5 per 
cent less than in April but 5.0 per cent above the May, 1947 
total, whereas bank debits advanced 0.1 per cent and 5.2 pe 
cent on the two bases, respectively. Department store sale 
showed a slight decline from April volume (0.5 per cent) and 
were down 3.8 per cent annually, while retail trade dropped 
2 per cent in the month, but gained 1 per cent during the year, 
Valuations of building permits, $12,360,710, fell 16.1 per cent 
in the month. 


DANVILLE (Pop. Est. 40,000 ) 


(Danville has a diversified list of industries, including coal mining, 
clay products, textiles, coal-mining machinery, foundry and machin 
shop products, leather, hardware, lumber, furnaces, hemp products, 
and food processing.) 

Employment rose 3.6 per .cent and pay rolls were wp 
19.6 per cent in the May sample, due chiefly to increases in 
electrical machinery and apparatus and brick, tile, pottery, 
and clay products firms. Postal receipts, up 1.6 per cent from 
April figures, were 18.7 per cent greater than in May, 1947, 
but bank debits dropped 3.8 per cent in the month, although 
showing a 14.5 per cent annual gain. Building permits were 
valued at $187,992, 22.5 per cent greater than in April. 


DECATUR (Pop. Est. 65,300 ) 


(Decatur, the center of soybean production and processing, is the soy- 
bean capital of the world. The city leads in the processing of corn and 
metals, and is the center of the cotton wash-dress industry. Other im- 
portant industries include foundries, railroad shops, metal companies, 
machine shops, and manufacturers of pharmaceutical, plastic, wood, and 
paper products.) 

In the May sample, employment and pay rolls advanced 
0.2 per cent and 4.9 per cent, respectively, as increases in the 
manufacture of automobiles and miscellaneous groceries more 
than offset decreases in heating and plumbing equipment firms 
and cars and locomotives, electric and steam industries. De- 
partment store sales gained 2.9 per cent from April to May 
and were 5.8 per cent greater than in May, 1947, but postal 
receipts dropped 14.0 per cent and 1.8 per cent on the two 
bases, respectively. Bank debits declined 1.4 per cent during 
the month, but rose 13.9 per cent annually, whereas building 
permit valuations fell 18.2 per cent from the April total. 


EAST ST. LOUIS (Pop. Est. 80,000) 


(East St. Louis is a leader in the State in ‘meat packing. Other im- 
portant industries are chemicals, aluminum, iron and steel foundries 
and machine shops, railroad equipment, zinc smelting, machine tools 
and valves, rubber reclaiming, oil refineries, and rock quarries. The 
general area of East St. Louis is one of the most highly industrialized 
regions of the State.) 

Monthly gains of 2.6 per cent in employment and 3.0 per 
cent in pay rolls were shown in the May sample, chiefly a 
reflection of advances in slaughtering and meat packing firms 
and blast furnaces and rolling mills. Valuations of building 
permits jumped 141.7 per cent from the April level, but postal 
receipts were down 9.3 per cent in the same period and de- 
creased 2.4 per cent on an annual basis. Bank debits and re- 
tail trade declined 4.1 per cent and 10 per cent, respectively, 
during the month, but showed annual gains of 0.6 per cent 
and 3 per cent. 


ELGIN (Pop. Est. 44,000) 


(Elgin has important industries producing watches, compacts, dress¢t 
sets, radios, electric toasters, dairy products, automobile accessories, 
capping and filling machines, water softeners, street sweepers, w' 
work, store equipment, ovens, cylinders, shoes, clothing, steel cabinets, 
screws, bolts, and tools, flexible metal hose, and engaged in meat pack 
ing and processing and publishing.) 

According to the May sample, monthly increases of 04 
per cent and 1.5 per cent were shown in employment and pay 
rolls, respectively. Bank debits were 5.1 per cent below April 
figures, but 3.3 per cent more than in May, 1947. Postal re 
ceipts dropped 20.0 per cent in the month and were down 1 
per cent annually, but department store sales advanced 1.2 pet 
cent and 7.2 per cent on the two bases, respectively. Value 
tions of building permits declined 8.2 per cent. 
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FREEPORT (Pop. Est. 25,065) 


(Freeport is an important manufacturing center, surrounded by a rich 
rain and dairy farm region. Some industries are insurance and the 
fr anufacture of batteries, toys, hardware, farm machinery, oil burners, 
windmills, medicines, food products, printing and electrical equipment.) 

Both employment and pay rolls advanced 0.7 per cent in 
the month, according to the May sample. Postal receipts de- 
clined 13.3 per cent between April and May to a level just 
48 per cent above the total in May, 1947, Building permits 
were valued at $137,755, representing an increase of more than 
200 per cent from the April level. 


JOLIET (Pop. Est. 50,000 ) 


(Joliet is an important industrial city manufacturing wallpaper, wire, 
roofing, gas ranges, firebrick, horseshoes, packaging machines, bakery 
machinery, chemicals, calendars, cartons, tanks, beer, barrels, dairy 
products and work clothing. It has railroad shops, oil refineries, coal 
mines, and limestone quarries.) 

Monthly declines of 0.7 per cent in employment and 1.4 
per cent in pay rolls were reported in the May sample, due 
chiefly to decreases in brick, tile, pottery, and clay products 
firms and gravel and other stone industries. Department store 
sales and retail trade advanced 0.3 per cent and 4 per cent, 
respectively, in the month and were 2.7 per cent and 6 per 
cent above the May, 1947, figures. Bank debits fell 1.1 per cent 
from the April total, but were up 2.1 per cent annually, while 
postal receipts declined 8.7 per cent and 18.3 per cent on the 
two bases, respectively. Building permit valuations climbed 
70.9 per cent from the April total to $1,167,405. 


KANKAKEE (Pop. Est. 24,200) 


(Kankakee, located in a rich, diversified farming area, is an important 
manufacturing center for agricultural implements, furniture, textiles, 
building materials, paints, foundry and machine shop products, and 
stone quarries.) 

According to the May sample, employment and pay rolls 
fell 4.1 per cent and 3.0 per cent, as decreases were shown in 
the agricultural implement industry. Postal receipts and de- 
partment store sales were 17.1 per cent and 0.1 per cent, re- 
spectively, below April totals, but showed annual gains of 3.2 
per cent and 6.9 per cent. No building permits were issued 
during May. 


MATTOON (Pop. Est. 20,000 ) 


(Mattoon, a strategically located manufacturing city and the site of 
railroad shops and truck terminals, is surrounded by a rich grain, live- 
stock, and poultry producing area. Among important articles manu- 
factured are kitchen furniture, restaurant and beauty parlor equipment, 
steel tubing, road grading machinery, fluorescent lamps, clothing, shoes, 
brooms, foundry products, and Diesel engines.) 

__ The Chamber of Commerce reported that employment 
fell 7.0 per cent between April and May to a level 0.8 per cent 
below the figure for May, 1947, whereas pay rolls showed a 
monthly decline of 4.4 per cent, but were up 14.7 per cent an- 
nually. Postal receipts and bank debits dropped 9.7 per cent 
and 4.1 per cent, respectively, in the month, but were 9.8 per 
cent and 0.8 per cent greater on an annual basis. Building 
permit valuations declined 44.5 per cent. 


PEORIA (Pop. Est. 119,419) 


(Peoria, a highly diversified industrial city, is the largest producer of 
earth-moving equipment in the world. It has large distilleries, chemical 
plants, agricultural implement plants, and stockyards, and firms en- 
gaged in the manufacture of cotton goods, pharmaceuticals, malleable 
iron, and steel products such as wire rods, fencing, stoves, furnaces, 
and sheet metal goods. Agricultural foods and soybeans are processed.) 

The end of a strike in the machinery and machine tool 
industry was the chief factor causing the increases of 61.8 
per cent and 32.8 per cent in employment and pay rolls, re- 
spectively, in the May sample. Bank debits dropped 8.0 per 
cent in the month and were 2.3 per cent below May, 1947, 
figures, whereas postal receipts, down 4.9 per cent from April 
volume, rose 7.0 per cent annually. Department store sales 
and retail trade advanced 3.8 per cent and 4 per cent, re- 
spectively, during the month and were up 0.4 per cent and 4 
per cent from volume of a year ago. Valuations of building 
permits jumped 43.8 per cent to $572,997. 


QUINCY (Pop. Est. 42,000) 


(Quincy has important industries producing stoves, ranges, furnaces, 
Pumps, industrial trailers, poultry equipment, showcases and store fix- 
‘ures, shoes, plumbing and steam equipment, machine tools, and elec- 
tronic and broadcasting equipment. Agricultural products are stored 
and processed.) 


Reverse trends were shown in the May sample, as em- 
ployment fell 1.1 per cent, but pay rolls were up 2.5 per cent 
in the month. Postal receipts and bank debits declined 5.7 per 
cent and 2.5 per cent, respectively, between April and May, 
but were 10.6 per cent and 3.2 per cent greater than in May, 
1947. Building permits were valued at $207,088, 21.0 per cent 
below last month’s total. 


ROCKFORD (Pop. Est. 93,000: Metropolitan 
Area Est. 110,000) 


(Rockford is the third largest city of the State. It is an important 
manufacturing center for agricultural machinery, machine tools, piston 
rings, gears, and automobile parts, aluminum castings, furniture, tex- 
tiles, hardware, wood- and iron-working machinery, pianos, stoves, 
leather goods, air conditioning and heating equipment.) 

In the May sample, employment dropped 1.1 per cent and 
pay rolls were down 3.1 per cent, a reflection of decreases in 
the manufacture of machinery and machine tools, sheet iron 
and tin plate, and furniture and cabinet work. Postal receipts 
and bank debits were 17.4 per cent and 2.2 per cent, respec- 
tively, below April figures, but showed annual increases of 
8.5 per cent and 15.3 per cent. Building permit valuations fell 
45.8 per cent in the month, and electric power sales declined 
3.8 per cent. Department store sales showed a 1.2 per cent 
monthly decline, but rose 6.0 per cent annually, whereas retail 
trade was down 6 per cent and 5 per cent on the two bases, 
respectively. 


ROCK ISLAND-MOLINE (Pop. Est. 87,500 ) 


(The Rock Island-Moline area is the farm implement center of the 
world and produces large quantitics of war materiel. Other important 
industries are machine tools, iron and brass foundries, heating and 
ventilating equipment, structural materials, automobile parts and ac- 
cessories, elevators, furniture, insurance, lumber mills, sash and door 
factories, glass and paper products, farm lighting plants, rubber foot- 
wear, oils and paints, textiles, and electric household supplies.) 

Rock Island employment fell 1.0 per cent, but pay rolls 
advanced 1.1 per cent in the May sample. Mixed trends in the 
manufacturing of electrical machinery and apparatus and agri- 
cultural implements led to a 1.8 per cent decline in employ- 
ment, but a 0.7 per cent gain in pay rolls in Moline. Between 
April and May, bank debits dropped 1.5 per cent and 5.4 per 
cent in Rock Island and Moline, respectively, but rose 17.4 
per cent and 23.5 per cent annually. Postal receipts in the two 
cities showed monthly changes of + 18.4 per cent and — 1.5 
per cent, while they were 31.0 per cent and 2.9 per cent 
greater than in May, 1947. Building permit valuations fell 
63.6 per cent and 12.4 per cent from the April levels. Moline 
department store sales and retail trade advanced 7.2 per cent 
and 4 per cent, respectively, in the month to levels 12.9 per 
cent and 9 per cent above volume of a year ago. 


SPRINGFIELD (Pop. Est. 85,000) 


(Springfield has a number of Federal offices as well as the offices of 
the State Government. It is the home of a number of insurance com- 
panies and regional government offices. Industrially, Springfield has 
a diversified list of concerns manufacturing road and earth-moving 
machinery, agricultural implements, machine tools, and boilers. It is 
also a center of coal mining and the processing of grain and soybeans.) 

A strike in the non-ferrous metals and products firms 
and employment declines led to decreases of 2.2 per cent and 
0.6 per cent in employment and pay rolls, respectively, in the 
May sample. Department store sales and retail trade showed 
monthly gains of 5.5 per cent and 2 per cent, respectively, and 
were 34.8 per cent and 8 per cent greater than in May, 1947. 
Postal receipts declined 19.4 per cent in the month and 1.1 per 
cent annually, but bank debits rose 2.3 per cent and 14.7 
per cent on the two bases, respectively. Valuations of build- 
ing permits, $309,645, decreased 29.7 per cent from April 
figures. 


CRAB ORCHARD AREA 


(A large “‘dispersed city” area embracing Jackson, Williamson, and 
Franklin counties surrounds Lake Crab Orchard. These three couniic», 
containing the larger cities of Benton, Carbondale, Herrin, Johnston 
City, Marion, Murphysboro, and West Frankfort, and densely popu- 
lated rural areas, have a total population of 130,396. Coal mines 
constitute the principal industry, although there are also wood product 
plants, clothing manufacturers, home appliance and shoe factories, and 
diversified agriculture in the region.) 

In the 3 counties, retail trade dropped 1.5 per cent be- 
tween March and April, but was 14.6 per cent greater than in 
April, 1947. May postal receipts in 4 cities showed a 15.6 per 
cent monthly decline and an annual drop of 3.7 per cent, but 
building permit valuations jumped 371.0 per cent from the 
April volume and 123.9 per cent from the May, 1947, total. 
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